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Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's arguments filed on February 07, 2008 have been considered, 
however they are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 
• Claims 1-5 and 7-34 are presented for examination. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 6 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5 and 7-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Patterson USPN (7093005). 



As per claim 1 and 30-3 1 , Patterson teaches a method and computer readable 
media having a computer programs, comprising: 
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identifying at least one role associated with a target server (col. 4, lines 
14-28); 

identifying one or more services associated with the role (col. 4, lines 14- 
28 and col. 27, lines 14-28); assigning one of the one or more roles role to 
target server that the target server is capable of performing (e.g., firewall or 
load balancer col. 27, lines 14-28 and col. 28, lines 9-54. see also col. 31, lines 
42-59 ); presenting the identified services and ports associated with the role to 
a user(col. 27, lines 14-28 and col. 28, lines 9-54 see fig. 4A-4C); and 
requesting the user to select among the identified ports for activation in the 
target server (col. 27, lines 14-28 and col. 28, lines 9-54, see fig. 4A-4C). 

Although Patterson shows substantial features of the claimed invention 
including identifying current configuration of a target server and one or more 
role capable of the target server" In one embodiment, a user can store 
information that identifies a current configuration of a firewall or 
load balancer, so that the configuration information can be applied 
to other firewalls or load balancers of other IDCs or farms in the 
user's account. This process is called taking a "snapshot" of the 
configuration of the firewall or load balancer. To store a snapshot, a user may 
right-click on a firewall or a load balancer in the Farm Builder page (Editor) 
and select a "Snapshot ..." option from the context menu that is displayed in 
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response. In response to selection of the Snapshot option, a Snapshot 
Configuration window is displayed. The window provides a message to the user 
that confirms that the system is about to store a snapshot of the configuration 
of the current firewall or load balancer node.," (col. 31, lines 42-59). Patterson 
is silent with respect to obtaining a current configuration from a server. 
Nonetheless, this feature is well known in the art and would have been an 
obvious modification of the system disclosed by Patterson. Giving the teaching 
of Patterson, a person of ordinary skill in the art would have readily recognized 
the desirability and the advantage of obtaining the configuration information of 
a target device to identify and configure the target device with the appropriate 
role it is capable to perform. 

As per claim 2 and 33, Patterson teaches the method as recited in claim 1 
wherein the identified services and ports are limited to those that are relevant 
based on information obtained from a knowledge base (col. 3, lines 3-29 and 
col. 9, lines 51-67. See databases in fig. ID). 

As per claim 3, Patterson teaches the method as recited in claim 1 wherein the 
identified services and ports are limited to those that are relevant based on 
information regarding a target server col. 9, lines 51-67 and col. 28, lines 9- 
54). 
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As per claim 4, Patterson teaches the method as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising activating the selected services and ports (col. 27, lines 14-28 and 
col. 28, lines 9-54 see fig. 4A-4C). 

As per claim 5, Patterson teaches the method as recited in claim 4 wherein at 
least one of services associated with the one assigned role and the ports 
associated with the roles are identified from a knowledge base (col. 3, lines 3- 
29; col. 9, lines 51-67 and col. 28, lines 9-54 see fig. 4A-4C). 

As per claims 7 and 32, Patterson teaches deactivating unselected services and 
ports (col. 28, lines 9-54 and col. 29, lines 28-51). 

As per claim 8, Patterson teaches the method as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising generating an output file containing services and ports selected by 
the user col. 28, lines 9-54 and col. 29, lines 28-51, see fig. 4A-4C). 

As per claim 9, Patterson teaches the method as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising displaying details regarding the one assigned role in response to a 

request by the user (see fig. 4A-4C). 

As per claim 10 and 34, Patterson teaches displaying a list of options for 
handling a service associated with the target server that is not defined in a 
knowledge base (col. 9, lines 51-67 and col. 28, lines 9-54 see fig. 4A-4C). 
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As per claim 11, Patterson teaches the method as recited in claim 10 further 
comprising requesting the user to select an option for handling the service (col. 
9, lines 51-67 and col. 28, lines 9-54 see fig. 4A-4C). 

As per claim 12, Patterson teaches One or more computer-readable memories 
containing a computer program that is executable by a processor to perform 
the method recited in claim 1 (see fig. ID). 

As per claim 13 and 18-19, Patterson teaches the method comprising: 
identifying one or more roles associated with a target server (col. 4, lines 14-28 
and col. 27, lines 14-28); identifying one or more services associated with the 
roles (col. 27, lines 14-28 and col. 28, lines 9-54); displaying the identified 
services associated with the roles ((col. 27, lines 14-28 and col. 28, lines 9-54); 
allowing a user to modify the displayed services (T|0022-0026); and identifying 
the modified services as active services and identifying the unmodified services 
as inactive services (col. 27, lines 52-65 and col. 28, lines 9-54. see fig. 4A-4C). 
Patterson further teaches identifying the selected ports as active ports and 
identifying the unselected ports as inactive services (col. 27, lines 52-65 and 
col. 28, lines 9-54. see fig. 4A-4C); 

generating an output file that includes identities of the active services 
(col. 28, lines 9-54 and col. 29, lines 34-51. see fig. 4A-4C); and 

transforming the output file into at least one of one or more native 
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scripts or one or more configuration files for application on the target server 
(col. 20, lines 6-28). 

As per claim 14, Patterson teaches the method as recited in claim 13 wherein 
identifying services associated with the role includes retrieving data from a 
knowledge base (col. 30, lines 40-63). 

As per claim 15, Patterson teaches the method as recited in claim 13 further 
comprising generating an output file containing services modified by the user 
(col. 27, lines 52-65 and col. 28, lines 9-54. see fig. 4A-4C). 

As per claim 16, Patterson teaches the method as recited in claim 13 wherein 
the user is responsible for configuring the target server (col. 27, lines 52-65 
and col. 28, lines 9-54. see fig. 4A-4C). 

As per claims 17 and 20, Patterson teaches method as recited in claim 13 
wherein the generating an output file includes generating an XML file (col. 39, 
lines 40-65). 

As per claim 20, Patterson teaches method as recited in claim 19 further 
comprising generating an output file identifying ports selected by the user (col. 
28, lines 9-54 and col. 29, lines 34-51. see fig. 4A-4C). 
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As per claim 21, Patterson teaches method as recited in claim 19 wherein the 
one or more ports are identified using information contained in a knowledge 
base (110022-0027 and 0032). 

As per claim 22, Patterson teaches method as recited in claim 19 further 
comprising identifying one or more services associated with the one assigned 
role (col. 28, lines 9-54 and col. 29, lines 34-51; col. 31, 42-65. see fig. 4A-4C). 

As per claim 23, Patterson teaches method as recited in claim 22 further 
comprising: 

displaying one or more ports associated with the role (col. 28, lines 9-54 
and col. 29, lines 34-51); and 

requesting the user to select among the one or more ports to activate in 
the target server (col. 28, lines 9-54 and col. 29, lines 34-51. see fig. 4A-4C). 

As per claim 24, Patterson teaches one or more computer-readable memories 
containing a computer program that is executable by a processor to perform 
the method recited in claim (see fig ID) 

As per claim 25, Patterson teaches an apparatus comprising: 

a pre-processor to receive information regarding server roles from a 
knowledge base and to receive characteristics of a target server (col. 3, lines 3- 
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29 and col. 9, lines 51-67. See databases in fig. ID), wherein the pre-processor 
generates a file containing server role information relevant to the target server 
((col. 28, lines 9-54 and col. 29, lines 34-51. see fig. 4A-4C), and wherein 
information in the file regarding services and ports associated with the server 
roles is presented to a user for selection ((col. 28, lines 9-54 and col. 29, lines 
34-51. see fig. 4A-4C); and a configuration engine coupled to the pre-processor, 
wherein the configuration engine configures the target server based on the 
user's selection of services and ports (col. 8, lines 4-54 and col. 29, lines 34-51. 
see fig. 4A-4C).). 

Regarding the limitation of charactristics including one or more roles that the 
target is capable of performing (see the rejection claim 1 above). 

As per claim 26, Patterson teaches the apparatus as recited in claim 25 further 
comprising a user interface application to generate an output file identifying 
services selected by the user (col. 8, lines 4-54 and col. 29, lines 34-51. see fig. 
4A-4C). 

As per claim 27, Patterson teaches the apparatus as recited in claim 25 further 

comprising a user interface application to generate an output file identifying 
ports selected by the user (col. 8, lines 4-54 and col. 29, lines 34-51. see fig. 
4A-4C). 
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As per claim 28, Patterson teaches the apparatus as recited in claim 26 
wherein the configuration engine applies the output file when configuring the 
target server (col. 8, lines 4-54 and col. 29, lines 34-51. see fig. 4A-4C). 

As per claim 29, Patterson teaches the apparatus as recited in claim 27 
wherein the configuration engine applies the output file when configuring the 
target server (col. 8, lines 4-54 and col. 29, lines 34-51. see fig. 4A-4C). 

Conclusion 

ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded 
of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply 
is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the 
advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In 
no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Application/Control Number: 10/611 ,372 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2456 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Yasin Barqadle whose telephone 
number is 571-272-3947. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM 
to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272- 
3913. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http:/ /pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/Yasin M Barqadle/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2456 
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